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JANUS 



This month was named after JANUS—a fabled character—a sort of god with two faces 
to enable him to look behind and ahead. Starting a new year is like ^taking a 

journey into strange country with no map-but there is at least one direction in 

which we, as Naturalists and Conservationists, must go - and that is AHEAD i n 
active support of our objectives in every concept of their meaning. 

May the New Year hold for you many spiritual and temporal blessings......with 

pleasurable hours in devotion to the study of, and participation in, Natural History 
and the Conservation of our heritage l 
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DECEMBER 1965 - GENERAL MEETING - Y.M.C.A,, HAMILTON. ONTARIO 

In the absence of the President, Mr. Robert Challis, 1st Vice President 
took the Chair. 

Mr. J. 0. L. Roberts of Toronto gave an illustrated talk on the Migration of 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, dealing particularly with the work Of the Banding Station 
(a trailer) at Point Pelee. Banding of the Sharp-shinned has been going on there 
since 1955 > with stepped-up activity since 1963* Much interesting information was 
given in detail by Mr. Roberts including the difference in plumage between imma¬ 
ture s and adults - between males and females - variation in colour of the eyes of 
individual hawks - the larger size of females - the mist nets used - handling of 
the hawks as they are removed from the nets - the percentage of male to female - 
weighing, measuring - days of greatest concentration - were highlights but there 
was a great deal more. Following his address, Mr. Roberts was thanked by Miss 
Lydia Hamilton for his very interesting and informative lecture. A question period 
ensued. 

Between 35 and 40 were present and Mr. Challis closed the meeting, wishing 
the Members the Compliments of the Season. 

Refreshments concluded the evening. 


WATERFOWL HIKE ALONG THE NORTH SHORE OF DUMPAS MARSH - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 196 5 

by - W. M. Frouws 

The weather was cool but sunny and refreshing when our little group of seven 
(somewhat sleepy but dedicated members) set out under the able guidance of 
Dr. Edward Dinniwell. 

Whether it was too late in the season or the waterfowl we were looking for 
had breakfasted early, we did not know, but the only representatives that we 
spotted were a few Black Ducks, Mallards, Mergansers, and, in the background, an 
occasional flock of unidentified ducks. 

Fortunately a few shore dwellers showed up like the ubiquitous Killdeer with 
its characteristic call which is one of the easiest to learn to identify. Another 
was (new to me at least) the Red-backed Sandpiper or Dunlin (on its way down to the 
wintering grounds on the Gulf of Mexico.) 

Of t’ 3 gulls, we noted the Bonaparte, the Black-backed and the common Ring¬ 
billed. 


The only connection that the rest of the observed birds might have with water 
is an occasional drink. These included the Golden-crowned Kinglet, the always- 
cheerful Chickadee, a lone Red-tailed Hawk and a small flock of Tree Sparrows. 

A collective drive through the bush failed to arouse even a Pheasant or a 
Grouse. One result was the loss of our trail and the splitting-up in two small 
groups. However, our Mature Lore made us very soon decide that the railway would 
reunite us and guide our weary feet back to the civilized world (in this case - our 
cars). Reassembled but unscathed, we emerged with nobody lost as far as we could 
determine. 

One surprise was the appearance of grasshoppers, while crickets could be 
heard everywhere. These insects survived several night frosts. 


.) 


(continued next page 
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waTERxWL HIKE (continued from previous page)...... 

sheltered vale produced flowering Asters, Goldenrod, Bittersweet and 
.itch Hazel. We also recognized the leaves of the Hepatica, Heal-all, Canada 
anemone. Bergamot, Cinquefoil, Water-cress and Lousewort or Wood Betony. 

All in all it was an enjoyable trip with everyone contributing to its 
success. For me, ''success 1 ' means to go home with a renewed sense of wonder for a 
creation that by yielding a few secrets makes us realize how little we know. 


BIRD BONU S 

Have you ever seen nine bluebirds perched in one tree? We had the marvelous 
luck to see a migration of these beautiful birds on October 13th, halfway between 
heatley and Leamington. 

Driving along very 3lowly, we saw one fly up from the middle of the road into 
a nearby tree. We stopped, walked quietly to it, and then saw all the others2 
They did not move intil a passing truck disturbed them. As they flew to the other 
side of the road, at least ten more flew from adjacent trees and joined them. They 
did not fly very far and we watched them for some time.........a thrilling and 

unforgettable sighti 

Anne Reid. 


nent - C LUB H EADQUARTERS - 

Once again our society is being faced with the problem of a meeting 
place - and the following clipping brings very forcefully to our 
attention what can be accomplished if thought and action are applied 
to this recurring problem: 

"It was the Kennedy School on the Sroithvillo Road, 
one mile south of the village, which drew the 
highest bid. 

The South Lincoln Conservation Club paid $2,050 
for the school and one acre of land. The building 
will be used for club rooms. 

A farmer who paid $32 for the gas space heater in 
the school sold it to the club a few minutes after 
the sale ended for $ 40 .“ 

Granted - these accommodations are harder to come by in our case, 
due to urban growth and mounting costs - but SURELY there must be 
a solution somewhere li Your ideas, suggestions, etc. would be 

■ELCOMED by the Executive. Please get in touch. 


E REPEAT OUR REQUEST FOR ORIGINAL MATERIAL FOR THE WOOD DUCK FROM OUR MEMBERS AND 
-uXCIATES. They do not have to be lengthy but shou i be mailed by the 10th of 
each month to the Editorial Committee, Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, P, 0. Box 384, 

• lain Post Office, Hamilton, Ontario. Also requests for any particular articles 
should be written to the Editorial Committee. We feel that all Field Events should 
be covered and the Leader of each event should invite someone attending to write 
about the outingo 
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SOME BUTTE RFL I ES OF MQOSOMEE 


by: Huber Moore 

On eight days, between July 6 and 15, 1965» at Moosonee, I saw one or 
more butterflies* as the weather was wetter and colder than average, I saw more 
than two butterflies on only four days, and my total list for the trip was only 
12 species. I managed to catch all species seen, with the exception of one 
flying at a distance in the village on July 12, which might have been Euphydryds 
phaeton borealis (The Baltimore) and what could have been a small dark skipper 
(perhaps vialis) on July 8 near the river. 

The commonest butterfly was Vanessa cardui (Painted lady) seen July 6-14 on 
seven days with as many as 5 seen on two days. Most flew on the village roads and 
their favourite flower was Tufted Vetch (Vicia cracca). Many were large, certainly 
no smaller than in southern Ontario, where I have as yet always found it rather 
scarce. On July 6 and 7> I saw one and two Vanessa atalanta (Red Admiral) in the 
village. On my first full day in Moosonee, July 6, I got a great surprise to see 
an almost white swallowtail on the lawn. I caught it at once and then realized 
that this was the northern subspecies of the Tiger Swallowtail (Papilio glaucus 
canadensis). It is conserably smaller than ours (P.g. glaucus) and I got two on 
July 6 and one on the 7th and 8th, in or near the village. All were worn. 

Glaucopsyche lygdamus couperi (Silvery Blue) was very common, especially 
on the lawns near the railroad, with 5 (July 6), 2 (July 8) and 4 (July 12). It 
flies low through the grass, and is bright and easily seen. 

Colias eurytheme (Orange Sulphur or Alfalfa Butterfly) now is present at 
Moosonee, and was the only Sulphur I saw. There was one of the form ariadne (July 6 
and 7) and two more of these plus one female albino (July 12). They were very large, 
and, of course, seen about the village. Pieris rapae (European Cabbage Butterfly) 
was in the village, with two on July 6 and one July 8. I collected one male 
Pieris napi oleracea (Mustard White) along the main street on July 8. It was a 
spring form, doubtless the only form that occurs this far north. 

On July 6, I saw a fresh Boloria selene atrocostalis (Silver-Bordered Fri¬ 
tillary) by the station. July 8 I caught one by the Post Office and July 12 one a 
mile NW at the edge of the extensive flat meadow. Both were fresh. My best catch 
was Boloria eunomia dawsoni (Bog Fritillary). On July 8 I netted my first in the 
cleared bog on the corner of the main street by the station. I certainly found its 
flight to be rapid, as it disappeared from vision when it glided ahead of me with its 
wings perfectly flat. On July 11, I noticed one on the ground in the wet woods 
about two miles NW of Moosonee. July 12, I saw one in the village and caught two at 
the west side of the large meadow. All were fresh. 

Plebeius saepiolus (Saepiolus Blue) was a new butterfly for me. Its pointed 
forewings identify it easily. I found it only near the centre of town behind the 
Catholic church, in a little meadow there on July 8 (l specimen) and July 12 (one 
caught - perhaps 2 more seen). Along a nearby roadside, I caught another on July 14 
when the weather was very cool so that it could only fly weakly. 

Phyciodes tharos tharos, f 0 marcia (Pearl Crescent) was not uncommon. One was 
obbained July 8 near the river, and 4 on July 12 in ard near the large meadow on the 
IvW sideo The remaining butterfly taken was Coenonympha tullia inornata (Inornate 
Ringlet). It also was in this meadow on July 12, when I got two, both fresh. One 
had an occellus on the forewing, the other none. 

I rather believe a visit about a month or more earlier would have been better, 
especially in 1965 , for butterflies. The temperature had been in the nineties there 
at the end of May. 

HOPE WE MAY SEE YOUR SPECIMENS SOME CLUB NIGHT IN THE FUTURE, HUBERS 
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A TENTATIVE CHECK LIST of the WOODY PLANTS of SPOOKY HOLLOW. NORFOLK COUNTY. ONTARIO 



compiled by: George Meyers 

PINACEAE 

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr. 

_ 

American Larch (Tamarack) 

Larix laricina (Du Roi) K. Koch 

- 

Eastern Hemlock 

Pinus strobus L. 

- 

White Pine 

P. nigra Arnold X 

- 

Austrian Pine 

P. sylvestris L. X 


Scots Pine 


(both above 

in planting in N.W. comer) 

Thuja occidentalis L. 

- 

White Cedar 

Juniperus virginiana L. 

- 

Red Cedar 


SALICACEAE 


Salix amygdaloides Anderss. 

— 

Peachleaf Willow 

s. lucida Muhl. 

- 

Shining Willow 

o. fragilis L. X 

- 

Crack Willow 

s. interior Rowlee 

— 

Sandbar Willow 

S. cordata Michx. 

■ — 

Heartleaf Willow 

o. rigida Muhl. 

- 

Rigid Willow 

S. glaucophylloides Fern. 

- 

Broadleaf Willow 

var. glaucophylla (Bebb) Scheid. 


var. albovestita (C.R.Ball) Fern. 

Broadleaf Willow 

S. bebbiana Sarg. 

— . 

Bebb Willow 

s. discolor Muhl. 

- 

Pussy Willow 

S. humilis Marsh. 

- 

Tall Prairie Willow 

S. gracilis Anderss. 

- 

Meadow Willow 

S. sericca Marsh. 

- 

Silky Willow 

Populus tremuloides Michx. 

- 

Quaking Aspen 

P. grandidentata Michx. 

- 

Bigfcooth Aspen 

P. deltoides Marsh. 

- 

Common Cottonwood 

P. balsamifera 

- 

Balsam Poplar 

P. gileadensis Rouleau 

MXRICACEAE 

Balm of Gilead (an escape from 

cultivation) 

Myrica pensylvanica Loisel. 

JUGLANDACEAE 

Bayberry (not actually on our property 
- just north of property line - 
to be looked for or transplanted 
to our property) 

Carya ovalis (Wang.) Sarg, 

CORYLACEAE 

Sweet Pignut Hickory 

Corylus americana Walt. 


American Hazelnut 

C. cornuta Marsh. 

- 

Beaked Hazelnut 

Ostrya virginiana (Mill.) K, Koch. 
Carpinus caroliniana Walt. 

~ . . 

Hop Hornbeam 

var, virginiana (Marsh.) Fern. 

- 

Blue Beech Ironwood 


(continued nexb pei^c•••»«««oo»o»oooo*o) 
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TE.:TrtT_VE CHECK LIq T of WUQDY PLANTS in S POOKY HOLLOW (continued from previous page)- 

CQRY LACEAE (continued) 

Betula lutea Michx. f. - Yellow Birch 

B. papyrifera Marsh. - Paper Birch 

var 0 commutata (Regel) Fern, with brown smooth bark is to be found in the 
adjacent property to the South, and should be looked for in our property. 

FAGA C EAE 

Fagus grandifolia Ehrh. 

Castanea dentata (Marsh.) Borkh. 

Quercus alba L. 

Q. rubra L. 

Q. velutina Lam. 

ULMACEAE 

Ulmus americana L. - American Elm 

Celtis occidentalis L. Hackberry occurs on nearby properties 

LORANTHACEAE_ 

arceuthobium pusillam Peck - Dwarf Mistletoe 

(while not yet found on our property, it should be looked for on 
Larix, or possibly Pinus strobus, since it occurs on the 
adjacent South property (Norfolk Hunting and Fishing Club) 

BE RBER IDACEAE 

Berberis vulgaris L. X - European Barberry 

MAGNOIIACEAE 

Magnolia acuminata L. XX - Cucumber Magnolia 


Beech 
Chestnut 
White Oak 
Red Oak 

Black Oak (our most common oak) 


Liriodendron tulipifera L. - Tulip Tree - is to be expected since 
it occurs on adjacent properties 

ANNON ACEAE 

Asimina triloba (L.) Dunal XX - Paw Paw 


LAURACEAE 


oassafras albidum (Nutt.) Nees - Sassafras 

Lindera benzoin (L) Blume - Spicebush 


Ribes hirtellum Michx. 
var. calicola Fern. 


SAXIFR AGACEAE 

Smooth Gooseberry 
(on the "Carolinian Loop") 


R. triste Pall. 

R. americanum Mill. 


Swamp Red Currant 

(Landon Way and Fern Brook) 

American Black Currant 


Hamamelis virginiana L. 


HAMAM ELLDACEAE 

Common Witch Hazel 


Continued next page 
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§?ENTaTiVE GiiHiijiv _ i XT of wuoDY PlANTS in SPOOKY HOLLOW (continued from previous page— 


Pyrus malus L. X 
Po raelanocarpa (Michx.) V/illd 
amelanchier intermedia Spach. 
A. arborea (Michx.f.) Pern. 

A. laevis Wieg. 

. i{ ,Crataegus sp. 

J Rubus idaeus L. 

R. flagellaris Willd. 

R. canadensis L. 

R. allegheniensis Porter 
Rosa palustris Marsh. 

R. Carolina L. 

R. blanda Ait. 

Prunus pensylvanica L.F. 

P. serotina Ehrh. 

P 0 virginiana L. 


ROSA CEAE 

Apple 

Black Chokeberry 
Swamp Juneberry 
Downy Juneberry 
Smooth Juneberry 
Hawthorn 
Red Raspberry 
Prickly Dewberry 
Smooth Blackberry 
Blackberry 
Swamp Rose 
Pasture Rose 
Smooth Rose 
Pin Cherry 
Black Cherry 
Choke Cherry 


K.Koch 

Gymnocladus dioica (L») 


XX 


LEGUMINOSAE 


Kentucky Coffee 


Tree 


Robinia pseudo-acacia L. X Black Locust is suckering just 
north of our property and may come into it 


AMACA RDIACBAE 


Rhus typhina L. 


Ilex verticillata (L.) Gray 


Staghorn Sumac 
AQUIFO LIACEAE 

Common Winterberry Holly 


CELAST RACEAE 

Euonymus obovatus Nutt. - Running Strawberry-bush 

Celastrus scandens L. - Bittersweet 


ACER ACEA E. 


Acer spicatum Lam. 

A, saccharum Marsh. 

A. rubrum L« and var. trilobum K.Koch 
a. negundo L. 


Mountain Maple 
Sugar Maple 
Red Maple 
Ashleaf Maple 


RHAMNACEAE 


Ceanothus americanus L. 


New Jersey Tea 


VITACEAE 


Parthenocissus inserts (Kernev) K 0 Fritsch 
Vitis aestivalis Michx. 

var, argentifolia (Munson) Fern. 

V. riparia Michx. 

V. r. var. syrticola (Fern. & Wieg.) Fern. - 


Thicket Creeper 

Silverleaf Grape 
Riverbank Grape 
Dune Grape 


xRuSACEAE _ .idd Rubus odoratus 


Continued next page, 


''lowering Raspberry (photographed ,in Sanctuary, 
• : July 8, 1961) 
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TENTATIVE CHECK LIST of WOODY PLANTS in SPOOKY HOLLOW (contd. from previous page - 


TILIACEAE 

Tilia americana L. - Basswood 

THYM ELA EACE AE 

Dirca palustris L. - Leatherwood 

ELAEGNACEAE 


ohepherdia canadensis (L.) Nutt. - Canada Buffaloberry 

CORNACEAE 


Cornus florida L. 

- 

Flowering Dogwood 

C. stolonifera Michx. 

- 

Red-osier Dogwood 

C. rugosa Lam. 

- 

Roundleaf Dogwood 

C. amomum Mill. 

- 

Silky Dogwood 

C. obliqua Raf. 

- 

Narrowleaf Dogwood 

C. racemosa Lam. 

- 

Red-panicle Dogwood 

C. alternifolia L.F. 

PYROLACEAE 

Alternate-leaf Dogwood 

Chimaphila umbellata (L) Bart. 

var. cisatlantica Blake 

- 

Common Pipsissewa 

C. maculata (L.) Pursh XX 

ERICACEAE 

Mottled Pipsissewa 

Gaultheria procumbens L. 

— 

Redberry Wintergreen 

Vaccinium vacillans Torr„ 

- 

Early Low Blueberry 

V. angustifolium Ait. 

OLEACEAE 

Late Low Blueberry 

Fraxinus americana L. 

_ 

White Ash 

F. pennsylvanica Marsh. 

- 

Red Ash 

var, subentegerrima (Vah.) Fern. 

- 

Green Ash 

F. nigra Marsh. 

Black Ash 

RUBIACEAE 

Mitchella repens L, 

- 

Part ridge-berry 


CAPR IFOLIACEAE 


Diervilla lonicera Mill. 
Lonicera canadensis Bartr. 
L, dioica L 0 
Viburnum lentago L. 

V. rafinesquianum Schultes 
V. acerifolium L. 
oambucus canadensis L. 

Oo pubens Michx. 


Northern Bush-Honeysuckle 

Canada Honeysuckle (a shrub) 

Mountain Honeysuckle (a vine) 

Nannyberry 

Shortstalk Arrowwood 

Mapleleaf Viburnum 

Common Elderberry 

Red Elderberry 


X an Exotic 

XX a native of Southern Ontario but planted at Spooky Hollow 


Classification and Latin names from *®Gray ? s Manual of Botany Eighth Ed. n M. L, Fern- 
aid - English names from "A Field Guide to Trees and Shrubs*' - G.A. Petrides. 
Amelanchier, Crataegus, Rubus, and Rosa of Rosaceae - need more work. 






-68- 

A BRIEF URGING REVISION of the DRAINAGE ACT, 1962-6 3 present ed to the GOVERNMENT OF 
O NTAR I O by the FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NAT U RALISTS - 27 OCT5 b ER 1965 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists acknowledges the fact that some of 
southern Ontario's finest cropland was originally made available for cultivation by 
the provision of adequate drainage. One hundred years ago the legislative acts 
dealing with drainage were largely beneficial, and through these acts large acreages 
were made productive for agricultural purposes. 

Today, however, new drainage proposals should be placed in a larger frame of 
reference. Such proposals need to be in balance with the wisest use of our land and 
water resources, because we know that these assets are expendable. For example, the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, in company with many other groups of people, is 
uneasy about the falling water-table in southern Ontario. Few persons would argue 
that the scarcity of water has been helped by excessive drainage works. The effect 
of water shortage on farming, business, and recreation is well known, and does not 
require elaboration here. Droughts are natural occurrences, but the devastating 
effects of the 1963 drought in southwestern Ontario must be blamed largely on man's 
interference with watersheds. Where excessive drainage has lowered water-tables, any 
drought will cause unnecessary hardship. 

In addition, unwise drainage developments have sometimes needlessly destroyed 
the habitats of interesting plants and animals. We must be concerned about species 
that have disappeared or be ome rare. Without a diversity of wildlife, our country¬ 
side would lose much of its meaning, for ourselves, as well as for our visitors; and 
our fine highways would lead to nothing of real interest. Wetlands serve not only 
as water storage areas; they also preserve the homes of many creatures that can live 
in no other place. 

It has been demonstrated over the years that swamps and other wetlands are 
essential to agriculture. Regulation and maintenance of the water-table helps to 
reduce spring floods and to sustain summer stream flow. Wetlands act as sponges, 
and are able to release surface water gradually throughout the year. Unfortunately 
the trend of municipal drains is to move the water off the land as quickly as 
possible without regard to the effects on the down stream areas. This may result 
in a gradual increase in flood peaks with consequent damage to downstream lands, as 
well as to roads and bridges. The summer stream flow is also reduced to the detri¬ 
ment of all residents in the area. 

In many cases, expensive drainage programs have not proven beneficial. The 
drained land often is found to be marginal for agricultural purposes; in addition, 
such land no longer functions as a water storage area. Increasingly large sums of 
money are being spent by Conservation Authorities to restore and to preserve surface 
and ground water,, In some cases the benefits of these expenditures tend to be voided 
by municipal drains over which the Conservation Authorities have little or no control. 
The Province of Ontario subsidizes expenditures for municipal drains for one-third 
of their cost up to $5,000. 

S ome details of the Drainage Act 

Professor Ross Irwin, who assisted in drafting the Drainage Act of 1962-63, 
states in a foreword to a report from the Conservation Council; t! The trend has been 
to drain wetlands that are in private ownership in order to expand agriculture, often 
with little regard for the best use of the land.’* He goes on to point iut the competl 
tion of interest between agriculture and wildlife, and between drained areas and some 
WOOD LOTS. Professor Irwin finally suggests; !f The solution to this problem rests 
with the development of a common philosophy and program for both those competing 
interests." 

As a result of many representations made to the Government of Ontario, the 


continued next page 


000 
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A B RIEF URGING riEVISIQN o f t he DKAINAGE A CT - continued from previous page - 

Drainage Act of 1962-63 appeared as a consolidation of the previously existing Acts. 
Certain sections of the Act remain obscure, and it is often the drainage engineer 
who presents his personal interpretation of them to what may be a group of baffled 
opponents to a drain. Most drains, once initiated by an engineer’s report, are 
completed, sometimes despite heavy opposition. 

Under Section 3 of the Act, a majority of petitioners in the ’’area requiring 
drainage" may request a municipal council to appoint an engineer to draw up plans 
and to estimate the costs of a drain. The ’’area requiring drainage” is such an 
ambiguous definition that boundaries can be manipulated in order to have a majority 
of consenting owners within the area. This term should be clarified. 

Consent for construction of a drain is usually obtained by having an owner 
sign a petition. The signer of the petition often has no idea at the time he signs, 
of the costs he is bringing upon himself and his neighbours. He is sometimes misled 
by a "friendly” call from someone down the road who has asked him to sign a 
petition. The Drainage Act appears to have numerous recourses and appeals for 
opponents to a drain, but these are often illusory and are made ineffective by 
requirements not stated in the Act. 

for example, a municipal council may pass a motion calling for an engineer’s 
plan and report on a proposed drain. Ordinarily, the council does not know the cost 
of such a report at the time of its vote, nor are the costs provided for in its 
budget. Should the report not be adopted, the council is nonetheless obliged to pay 
the engineer’s fee from general municipal funds, and a provincial grant is not 
payable upon the cost of such a report. A council has been known to vote for a drair. 
to avoid political embarrassment over payment for an engineer’s report that it not 
adopted. 

Some drainage engineers have made it a custom to discuss drainage proposals 
with the landowners involved. These engineers are to be warmly commended for a most 
enlightened practice, and it is hoped that this might become regular procedure, 
ouch talks between engineer and landowners provide for an airing and exchange of 
points of view. Misunderstandings and consequent bitterness may often be avoided 
by this simple means. It is sometimes observed that drainage schemes are larger and 
deeper than seems absolutely necessary. Frequent and open discussion between en¬ 
gineer, landowners, and other persons interested in the hydrologic aspect of land 
use, is urged as one means of avoiding questionable or even harmful drainage devel¬ 
opments. 

Under Section 16 of the Drainage Act, any lands that are drained into a 
drainage works are assessed for outlet liability. Since the drains are usually 
excavated along existing watercourses, farmers assessed for outlet often constitute 
a majority in the watershed, but they may not have had an opportunity to vote for or 
against the initiating petition. They are forced to pay for the measure but cannot 
repeal it, even when a majority of persons may be opposed to it. Often the drain is 
harmful to springs and wells, and may damage the farmer’s woodlot by lowering the 
water table. Lands receiving no benefits from a drain should not be assessed for 
its costs. 

It is assumed that it is the duty of upland farmers to assist the lowland 
farmers in removing unwanted water from upland farms. While this assumption is 
reasonable, it may encourage the buyers of poorly-drained land to initiate and to 
support elaborate drainage schemes; they know that the costs will be borne by upland 
farmers, as well as by other taxpayers through provincial grants. As a matter of 
record, one drainage project of fourteen acres cost $14,000 or $1,000 per acre. Such 
costs are seldom justified. 

Some drainage engineers contend that drained soil is more absorbent than 

concluded next page............... 
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A BRIFF U RGIN G REVISION OF THE DRAINAGE A CT - conclusion - 

saturated soil, i.e. swampland. This argument ignores the ability of swamps and 
wetlands to retard surface water for summer flow, and for percolation as ground 
water. The time has come when we can no longer drain land indiscriminately without 
suffering painful consequences. 

Recommended Amendme nts to the Drainage A ct . 1962- 63 

In view of the information contained in this brief, the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists suggests the following amendments to the Drainage Act, 1962-63: 

1. That a municipal drain initiated under the Drainage Act require the consent of 
an hoc drainage approval committee to include a drainage engineer, a repres¬ 
entative of the Department of Agriculture, a representative of the local Con¬ 
servation Authority where one exists, and a representative of the Ontario Water 
Resources Commission, and that the drainage engineer be chairman of the com¬ 
mittee. 

2. That the Government of Ontario, before granting subsidies for municipal drains, 
require that the banks of a proposed drain be graded to gradual slopes, and 
that vegetative cover be established on these slopes to prevent silting of 
watercourses below the drain. 

3. That in the event that a municipal council rejects a drainage report, half of 
the engineers fees be paid by the Province of Ontario, and half of the fees 
be paid by the original petitioners. (This means a council would be free to 
vote without the feeling of financial coercion that seems to exist under present 
arrangements.) 

4» That the original engineer’s survey be a feasibility study in order to determine: 

a) the cost of the engineering report 

b) the cost of the drain. 

Thus, both petitioners and councillors would be in a position to know the costs 
involved before a complete engineer’s report is obtained. 

5. That“the area requiring drainage" in Section 3 of the Act should be clearly 
defined as a true watershed or drainage basin. (Steps should be taken to avoid 
manipulation of boundaries in order to obtain majority consent in the petition 
requiring an engineer’s survey.) 

6 . That a committee be set up to carry out more extensive revision of the Drainage 
Act in the light of the best conservation and agricultural practice. (This 
committee should consist of members who are well-informed about all aspects of 
wise land and water use.) 


SPO OKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY - Import ant revised da te for Spring Workshop Trip 
Please alter your green "field eve nts" sheet for Saturday. April 2, 1966 

to read SUNDAY, MARCH 20. 1966 on which date the Workshop Trip to the 
Sanctuary will be held. It is imperative that we have many helping hands 
on March 20th - as we will wish to make repairs where necessary - replace 
or renew red ribbon trail markings as needed - clear trails, etc. to ready 
our property for the weekend of April 2nd when the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists will hold its Annual Meeting at Simcoe, Ontario, with the 
Norfolk Naturalists as hosts. Plan to attend. 
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S PUT LIGHT 

on,Events_ Monthl y General Meeting - MOND AY. JANUARY 10. 1966 

Members of the Junior Club conduct the programme. Be 
on hand to see and hear from these splendid youngsters. 

Y. M.C.Ap , 79 James Stre et Sout h, Ham ilton at 8:00 P.M . Refreshments 

Visitors welcome 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FI ELD E VENTS FIELD EVENT S 

- Sat urday. January 1 - New Yearns Day Hike. Meet at High Level Bridge at 8:00 

A.M. Leader: Harold MacPherson - ’phone 544-99#5° 

- Sunday, January 2 - Long Point Christmas Bird Count. Contact John B. Mies at 

Jackson 2-6160 if you are interested in attending. 

“ Sunday, January 9 - Duck Census. Meet at High Level Bridge at 10:00 A.M. 

Leader: George North - ? phone JAckson 2-6082. 

xxxxxx 

- Sun day, February 6 - Workshop Trip to Repair and Replace "Wood Duck" boxes. 

Meet at Spencer Creek Bridge at 9s00 A.M. Leader: S. Intini, 529-0906. 

- Satur day, February 19 - Morning walk through Westdale Ravine. Meet at Marion 

Avenue entrance to Royal Botanical Gardens at 9:00 A.M. 

Leader: Gordon Commodore - 527-6213. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

AUDU BON WILDLIFE TOURS AUDUBON WILDLIFE TOURS 

Wednesday. January 12, 1966 in the Auditorium of Westdale Secondary School, 

Main Street West, Hamilton, Ontario at 8:00 P.M. 

"WATERWAY WILDLIFE - Lecturer: MR. WORTH RANDLE 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx: 

J UNIOR CLUB JUN IOR CLUB JUNIOR CLUB 

MEETING - Saturday, January 8, 1966 Youth Department, Y.M.C.A., 

79 James Street South, Hamilton 

Be sure to attend this one and bring a friend - 

MR, G E ORGE W. NORTH , an expert in all aspects of Natural History (although 

he is known primarily as Canada’s Best Birder) will 
speak on "WINTE R BIRDS OF TH E HAMILTON REGION". 


Time: 7:30 P.M. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Let’s have a big attendance at the Y.M.C.A., 79 James Street South, Hamilton at 
8:00 P.M. - Monday, January 10, 1966 . This is the evening when our Junior Club 
provides the programme for the Seniors at their Monthly Meeting. 

Have you arranged to call in and report your Bird Count for the year 1965 to Mr. 
George North - ’phone JAckson 2-6082? This must be in immediately after the New 
Year in order that the Ross Thompson Troph may be presented on January 10, 1966 . 
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SOME BOO K S OLD AMD MEW for NATURE LOVERS in the HA MILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


by Mary Ziegler 

Although many of us are blessed with an appreciation of 
nature and all its rewarding pleasures, not all of us are able to 
pub these sentiments into words. Happily, however, some have this 
gift and it is with the results of the combination of the observant 
eye and the literary mind that we concern ourselves today. 

Firstly, three new books on our subject of country life and 
the persinal testament of nature lovers. Hal Borland’s most recent 
book COUNTRYMAN is sub-titled ”A summary of belief'* and gives his 
personal philosophy which has evolved out of his "long and profound 
intimacy with the natural world." UPR I VER AND DOWN is a 

collection of stories from the Maine Woods by Edmund Ware Smith and 
is described as a "book for every man and woman in whom something 
responds when they hear the cry of a loon breaking the silence." 
WANDERING THROUGH WINTER - the latest book by the prolific Edwin 
Way Teale - is a naturalist’s record of a 20,000 mile journey 
through the North American winter. It is beautifully illustrated 
by photographs taken by the author. 

Yet perhaps dark winter nights are the perfect time to renew 
acquaintance with some of the older and well-loved nature books 
and the following are mentioned with a view to jogging your 
memory in the hope that you will be happy to renew your 
friendship with them at the Hamilton Public Library. 

Jean Hersey’s A SE NSE OF SE A SO NS is a month by month account 
of the changing seasons as she and her husband experience them in 
their Connecticut home. THE LONG-SHADOWED FOREST by Helen Hoover 
is similarly concerned with the passage of seasons as lived on the 
shores of a lake on the Canadian border of Minnesota, and is told 
with intimate knowledge and consummate skill. LAND OF THE SNOW - 
S HOE HAR E if another story of the North Woods lovingly told by 
Virginia Eifert. 

Two last books to help appease the constant longing of the 
true naturalist to observe first hand out of doors are COUNTRY 
FLAVOUR and COU NTRY HOURS . The first, by Haydn S. Pearson, is a 
collection of farm and rural life essays calculated to evoke 
nostalgia in.everyone who spent any part of his youth involved 
in country life and the second, by Clark Locke and illustrated by 
Thoreau McDonald, is "for country-lovers and all townsmen who 
find pleasure in the scents, the sounds and the flavour of the 
farm, the woods and the fields." 


TO THE BOARD and MISS ZIEGLER of the HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

The Executive and Members of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
extend the Compliments of the Season to you, with sincere 
thanks for your splendid co-operation with us throughout the 
year. 


xxx 
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CHR1STMAS BIRD COUNT 


Hamilton, Ont. (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, centre York and 
Dundurn Sts., including Hamilton, part of Burlington, Dundas, Greensville, An- 
caster, Sulphur Springs, Southcote, Hannon, Stcney Creek, Waterdown and Lake 
Medad; pastures 10$, plowland 10$, towns and suburbs 15$, orchards and old 
fields 15$, mixed woods 25$, marshes 5$, open water 20$). o 

— Dec. 26; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Clear; temp. 10° to 25 ; wind NW 10 m.p.h.j 
3 inches new snow on ground, harbour open. 

Sixty-two observers in 25 parties. Total party-hours, 158 (123 on foot, 35 
by car); total party-miles, 551 (210 on foot, 341 by car). 

— Horned Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 1; Mute Swan, 1; Mallard, 443; Black Duck, 
206; Redhead, 1; Canvasback, 7; Greater Scaup, 9; Common Goldeneye, 184; Buffle- 
head, 100; Oldsquaw, 17; Hooded Merganser, 1; Common Merganser, 715; Red¬ 
breasted Merganser, 14; Goshawk, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 49; 

Rough-legged Hawk, 7; Sparrow Hawk, 17; Ruffed Grouse, 9; Ring-necked Pheasant, 
169; American Coot, 5; Glaucous Gull, 1; Great Black-backed Gull, 56; Herring 
Gull, 1280; Ring-billed Gull, 160; Black-legged Kittiwake, 1; Mourning Dove, 16; 
Screech Owl, 2; Great Homed Owl, 6; Long-eared Owl, 2; Belted Kingfisher, 4 j 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 8; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 58; Downy 
Woodpecker, 98; Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker, 1; Northern Three-toed 
Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay, 201; Common Crow, 2400; Black-capped Chickadee, 829; 
Tufted Titmouse, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 79; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 11; 

Brown Creeper, 14; "Winter Wren, 2; Mockingbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, 2; Robin, 16; 
Hermit Thrush, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 20; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Cedar 
Waxwing, 63; Northern Shrike, 6; Starling, 3775; Pine 'Warbler, 1; Ovenbird, 1; 
Yellowthroat, 1; House Sparrow, 2570; Pastern Meadowlark, 1; Red-winged Black¬ 
bird, 15; Rusty Blackbird, 1; Common Grackle, 2; Brown-headed Cowbird, 3; 
Cardinal, 231; Evening Grosbeak, 48; Purple Finch, 14; Pine Grosbeak, 138; 

Common Redpoll, 26; Pine Siskin, 112; American Goldfinch, 356; Red Crossbill, 4; 
Slate-colored Junco, 472; Oregon Junco, 2; Tree Sparrow, 527; Field Sparrow, 12; 
White-crowned Sparrow, 4; White-throated Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparrow, 12; Song 
Sparrow, 62; Snow Bunting, 4* Total , 81 species; about 15,700 individuals. 

(Seen in area count period, but not on count day: Pintail, Green-winged 
Teal, American Widgeon, Ruddy Duck, Gray Partridge.) 

— Mrs. Caroline Anderson, Donald H. Babb, Eric W. Bastin, Brent Boehm, Mrs. 

Anne Bradshaw, Jan cradshaw, Miss Hazel Broker, Miss Stella Brown, Mrs, T. R. 
crown, James ourns, Donald K, Campbell, William 1. Campbell, Gordon Commodore, 
John A. Cumming, Robert H. Curry, James A. N. Dowall, Alfred Epp, L. Gillie, 

E. L. Graham, Mrs. J. L. Graham, Bradley Gray, Leslie A. Gray, Ted Griffin, Miss 
Lydia Hamilton, Mrs. Audrey Hawkes, Ralph Idema, Jan Kamermans, Miss Margaret 
Lamb, Miss Suzanne Lawrie, Thomson C. Lawrie, James Lemcn, Miss A. E. LeWame, 
Mrs. Edith Lloyd, Raymond N. Lowes, Dr. Robert G. C. MacLaren, Harold MacPher- 
son, A. V. Mason, John B. Miles, Mrs. F. J. Mitchell, Huber Moore, Miss Olive 
Newcombe, George VI. North (compiler), Mrs. Laurel E. North, John L. Olmsted, 
Charles Rader, Mrs. Anne Reid, Tom Reid, Gary Rousseau, Keith Salisbury, Robert 
K. Sargeant, John A. Scott, Mrs. Marion Shivas, Dr. J. G. Sibakin, Mrs. Kira 
Sibakin, Douglas A. Smith, Miss Laura A. Stewart, William Tilbury, Miss Mabel 
Watson, Andrew Westmore, Mrs. Dorothy Westmore, Robert H. Westmore, J. Harvey 
Williams (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 

Undoubtedly the best bird of the day was the Ovenbird seen by Charlie Rader 
and Alf Epp as it walked about just under the steep top of the high, south¬ 
facing bank by the pond in the middle of the Westdale Park woods. Using their 
20x binoculars on tripods they watched it for some time as it poked about among 
the fallen leaves or investigated the many holes under the top of the bank 
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forme d by erosion beneath the tree roots. 


The Pine Warbler was found by Caroline Andersen at the foot of the mountain 
in West Hamilton where there are several groves of big white pines. She noted 
all the markings, including the plain brown back and the small, sharp-pointed, 
black bill. It was eating a seed, evidently from a nearby feeder; Tony Mason 
says the Pine *varbler that wintered through till April in Brantford last year 
would eat sunflower seeds. 

John Miles and his group found the Yellowthroat in the tangle along Stoney 
Creek. They also found a Brown Thrasher while Don Campbell found another. 

Bob Westmore is in line for some kind of prize for finding a big green 
parrot near Mohawk Road; he also found the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

Bob Curry and John Olmsted rediscovered the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker 
in the valley below Sulphur Springs. 

Tom and Anne Reid were delighted to hsve a big flock of Pine Grosbeaks all 
around them on the road below the Tamahaac Club. 

xxxxx 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to 

December 30, 1965 - 262 


Common Loon 

Nov. 

21 

1 Oakville 

Donald Perks 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec. 

27 

1 Carroll's Point 

Huber Moore 

Canada Goose 

Dec. 

5 

1 Coronaticn Park, Bronte R. H. Westmore 

Blue Goose 

Dec. 

5 

p 11 11 n 

R. H. Westmore 

Pintail 

Dec. 

23 

1 Dundas Marsh 

G. W. North 

Green-winged Teal 

Dec . 

23 

3 Prince's Point 

R. H. Westmore 

American Widgeon 

Dec. 

24 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Shoveler 

Dec. 

5 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

A. Epp, G. North 

Wood Duck 

Nov. 

21 

1 Clarkson 

Donald Perks 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec. 

5 

1 Coronation Pk., Bronte 

R. H. westmore 

Ruddy Duck 

Dec. 

24 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

nald Eagle 

Nov. 

13 

1 ad.Burlington 

Suzanne Lawrie 

Marsh Hawk 

Dec. 

11 

1 Palermo 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Gray Partridge 

Nov. 

30 

9 Limeridge & Ottawa 

Huber Moore 

American Woodcock 

Nov. 

27 

1 Upper Ottawa dump 

Ian Cowie 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec. 

4F 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Dec. 

1 

3 Bronte 

G. W. North 

d lack-1. Kittiwake 

Dec. 

13 

1 Burlington 

Huber Moore 

Sr.owy Owl 

Dec. 

9 

1 Fairfield Ave. N. 

Bill Rosamond 

Long-eared Owl 

Dec. 

19 

7 Carluke 

R. A. Christie 

Black-backed Three- 

-Nov. 

21 

2 upper Brant St., Burl. 

Bradley Gray 

toed Woodpecker 

Nov. 

28 

2 Sulphur Springs 

Eric W. Bastin 

Eastern Phoebe 

Oct. 

16 

1 Westdale Park 

Rev. Peter Hamel 

Horned Lark 

Nov. 

21 

14 Carluke 

George Holland 

Mockingbird 

Dec. 

12 

1 Stoney Creek 

H. MacPherscn, J. Miles 

Catbird 

Nov. 

17 

1 Port Credit 

Lucie McDougall 

White-w. Crossbill 

Nov.7, 

13 

20, 4 Bronte; Hopkins Creek 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Savannah Sparrow 

Dec. 4 

, 5 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

R. Curry, G. North 
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Dr. & Mrs. E. Dinniwell, 
646 Mohawk Kd„ E., Apt. 

608 , 

HAMILTON, Ontario 



